Biochemical model reactions on the prooxidative activity of homocysteine.
The sulfur amino acid homocysteine has recently been addressed as marker for vessel damaging and atherosclerotic dispositions. The atherogenic index has been correlated with the one of cholesterol and is significantly higher in cholesterinemic as compared to normal lipidemic persons. In the present communication biochemical model reactions are presented indicating the prooxidative activity of homocysteine where a cooperative effect with the transition-metals copper and iron is indicated.